Classification of alcoholism with reference to comorbidity.
Classification of individuals with alcoholism is currently limited. The purpose of this analysis was to determine whether antisocial personality disorder and other primary psychiatric syndromes identified subgroups of alcoholics with differing characteristics. Alcoholic probands (n = 224) with alcoholism were divided into those with primary alcoholism (n = 128), antisocial alcoholism (n = 50), and secondary alcoholism (n = 46). These groups were evaluated with regard to alcohol-related symptoms and upon a variety of psychiatric signs and symptoms. The secondary alcoholism. The antisocial alcoholic and primary alcoholic groups demonstrated many similarities, but overall, the antisocial alcoholic group appeared most severe. The antisocial alcoholic group additionally exhibited a dissociation between the subjectively reported and the observed behavior. These findings support the concept of heterogeneity within the alcoholism spectrum. Longitudinal data are needed to determine whether the observed cross-sectional differences predict outcome differences.